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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2018-370
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Members Boyer, Newby, Dennis, Gulliford & Brosche
Date of Introduction: June 12, 2018
Committee(s) of Reference: NCSPHS, F
Date of Analysis: June 14, 2018
Type of Action: Authorizing amendment to Public Investment Policy
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes an amendment to the Public Investment Policy to change certain features of the Façade Grant Program to increase the ratio of City to private funding for the grants and to authorize use of the grant for decorative fencing, landscaping elements required by the Zoning Code, and permanently affixed exterior lighting.
Background Information: The bill derives from the work of the Special Committee on Safe and Healthy Neighborhoods, which received a recommendation from the Office of Economic Development to amend the Façade Grant Program to make it more attractive to potential users. The program currently provides that the City may make grants of up to $5,000 for improvements to qualifying commercial/retail properties in Level 1 Areas and up to $10,000 for properties in Level 2 Areas, matching private funding on a dollar-for-dollar basis. This amendment provides that the City will match $2 of public funding to $1 of owner/tenant funding for eligible façade renovation costs, up to the established maximums. It also provides that the funds may also be used for decorative fencing (excluding chain link fencing), landscaping elements required by Part 12 of the Zoning Code, and permanently affixed exterior lighting in addition to the currently permitted uses of renovation of the front and sides of buildings visible to public streets, including painting, staining, masonry repairs, cornice repair/ replacement, entrances, windows, doors, decorative details, awnings and signage. 
Policy Impact Area: Incentives for commercial/retail redevelopment
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; the intent of the amendments is to improve the attractiveness of the program and attract more applicants.
Analyst: Clements
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